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Dear Parents and Students, 

  

 Welcome to a new school year here at Stetson Hills.  My name is 

Mrs. Williams, and I look forward to being your child’s third grade teacher. 

 

I am excited about assisting your child through another academic 

year. I look forward to your participation in helping to make your child’s 

education a positive experience.  This year will be a year of transition and 

preparation.  My goal is to prepare your child for the transition from the 

primary grades to the intermediate in just nine short months! We are also 

going to work hard at being a strong community in our classroom with 

working collaboratively in cooperative groups in almost ALL subjects at 

one time or another! We also try to switch seats monthly so your child gets 

to sit by different people throughout the year and hopefully make friends 

with everyone! 

 

Responsibility and independence are very important skills in 3rd 

grade.  We will follow the PACE behavior matrix. These expectations are 

embedded into our classroom and help us to follow the school rules 

everywhere on campus! They will be responsible for many things this year: 

neat work, keeping their area and classroom clean (I hope ), keeping 

track of assignments and remembering their homework.  

 

My goal is to create a community of learners that feel respected 

and challenged. In my classroom, the students and I will work towards the 

success of all students.  I look forward to working with you to bring out the 

best in each of the students.  

 

Please read through the rest of the handbook for information on 

rules, homework, and grades. If you have any questions, concerns, or 

comments please get in touch with me. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Kimberly Williams 

Kimberly.williams@dvusd.org 

623-445-5357 
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RULES/CONSEQUENCES/REWARDS 

 
 

My Philosophy: 

Due to the belief that each student is an individual with their own 

personal, social, and educational needs, every disciplinary situation 

becomes unique in nature. It is with this in mind, that each child will be 

treated fairly, not equally.  Equal means everyone gets the same.  Fair 

means everyone gets what they need.  Situations will be handled as they 

arise with the focus on providing children with an opportunity for personal 

learning and growth. 

 

Rules – School Wide  

1. Do not bully others 

2. Try to help students who are being bullied 

3.  Include students who are easily left out 

4. When we know somebody is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school 

or at home 

 

Classroom Procedures 

1.   I will treat you with respect, so you will know how to treat me and 

others.  

2.   If you cause a problem, I will ask you to solve it. 

3.   If you can't solve the problem, or choose not to, I will do something. 

4.   What I do, will depend on the special person, and the special 

situation. 

5.    If you feel something is unfair, whisper to me, "I'm not sure that's 

fair", and we will talk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BEHAVIOR SYSTEM 

Our classroom behavior system includes positive reinforcement in the form 

of verbal praise and a PACE ticket. The PACE ticket reinforces our school 

expectations.  

 

 Perseverance/Pride 

 Attitude/Accountability 

 Cooperation/Caring 

 Excellence/Engaged 

 

Students will get to put half of their PACE ticket in a jar in the classroom, 

and take the other half home to share with parents. PACE tickets will 

periodically get pulled from the jar for rewards. Rewards can include using 

our special chair for the day, being a line leader, attending a PACE 

luncheon, etc. 

 

Our behavior system will also include a Binder of Behavior (BOB) for 

students to record behavior that does not follow the PACE expectations. 

This will allow students to have an opportunity of reflection and ownership. 

Each student has their own page, and if they do not follow the 

expectations, they record their behavior on their page. Students can 

bring “BOB” back to their seats as to not disrupt the learning of others. The 

first time a student writes in BOB is a warning, and does not automatically 

mean they are in trouble. It gives them an opportunity to reflect on what 

they need to do differently. The second time will result in a think sheet 

which again reinforces the PACE expectations. Parents will need to sign 

this think sheet and bring it back the next day. Students who continue to 

make poor choices will result in a consequence that is appropriate for the 

choice that was made. Parents will be made aware of this consequence 

by a phone call or an e-mail.  Different choices will require different 

consequences. Some examples may include visiting a buddy room, loss of 

privilege, lunch detention, after school detention, etc. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expectations Classroom Campus-
wide 

Cafeteria Playground Bathrooms 

  
Perseverance/ 
Pride 
  
  

-stay on-task 
-always do your 
best 
  
  

-walk quietly and 
in orderly lines 
-treat school and 
personal 
property with 
care 

-say “please” 
and “thank you” 
-follow all 
requests from 
adults 
  

-play fair 
-line up promptly 
  
  
  

-use soft voices 
-leave 
immediately 
when finished 

  
Attitude/ 
Accountability 
  
  
  

-be prepared 
-be on time 
-follow all 
classroom rules 

-keep campus 
clean 
-carry a pass  
-leave promptly 
at the end of the 
day 
  

-throw trash 
away 
-clean up table 
and floor 
around you 
  

-use equipment 
appropriately 
-put away 
equipment 
properly 
  

-respect property 
-give privacy to 
others and self 
  

  
Cooperation/ 
Caring 
  
  

-listen when 
someone is 
talking 
-raise hand & 
wait to be called 
on to speak 
-be helpful to all 

-stay in line 
-walk 
-respect all 
adults and each 
other 

-walk at all 
times 
-wait to be 
dismissed by an 
adult 

-include others 
and take turns 
-encourage 
positive play 

-report horseplay 
or other unsafe 
behaviors 
immediately 

  
Excellence/ 
Engaged 
  
  
  

-participate in a 
meaningful way 
-ask questions 
when you don’t 
understand 

-walk with a 
purpose to your 
destination 
-be aware of 
others around 
you 

-speak in a 
friendly voice 
-help when 
asked 
  

-stay in 
designated area 
-get help when 
needed 

-flush, wash, dry 
& leave  
-behave in a 
respectful 
manner 

Stallion Expectation Matrix 



 
 

Grades 
Our classroom uses standards-based grading practices.  Students 

are graded on their level of mastery for a specific standard. Grading 

homework is not part of standards-based, but is looked at to see if your 

child has understood the concepts they are practicing at home. 

 

What do grades mean? 

Grades are a way to communicate with students, and parents how a 

student is doing in relation to the state academic standards. 

 

E or A through A +   Student is showing a high level of mastery, exceeding 

the standards.   

S or B+ through C   Student is showing a good level of mastery, 

approaching to meeting mastery, in the state standards.  

N and U or C - through F  Student is falling far below or approaching 

mastery of standards.  

 

Grades 3-8 Grading Scale 

A = 100 % - 90% 

B = 89% - 80 % 

C = 79% - 70% 

D = 69% - 60% 

F = 59% - 50% 

 

Performance Levels  

You will also notice performance levels indicated in PowerSchool and on 

their report card. The Performance Levels indicated by 1-4 are not based 

on a percent. It is a performance indicator based on the student’s 

performance toward meeting grade level standards.  

 

4 = demonstrates above grade level proficiency independently 

3 = demonstrates grade level proficiency independently 

2 = demonstrates grade level proficiency with support 

1 = below grade level proficiency with support 

* Independently = the ability to demonstrate proficiency of standards 

without assistance after being taught a concept or skill  

 

PowerSchool: Grades are updated in PowerSchool and are available for 

parents to check throughout the year. This is an important tool that allows 

you to get an immediate notification when grades are inputted.  

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html 

https://ps.dvusd.org/public/home.html


You may get your log in information from the front office as I do not have 

access to this information. 

 

Re-takes: Re-takes will be given to students who score a 69% or below on 

their assessment. This process forces the student to learn about themselves 

as a learner. They have to analyze their own study habits to figure out 

what actually works for them, helping students retain knowledge. The 

reassessment grade will replace the original grade unless the 

reassessment grade is lower. Students must meet the following 

requirements for reassessment 

- complete the original task or assessment 

- complete the re-take packet or other required assignments 

- return the re-take form with a parent signature 

All re-takes must be completed prior to the last week of each quarter. 

 

Late work: All work will need to completed and turned in for grading prior 

to the last week of each quarter. 
 

 

 
 

Take-home Folders 

 Every child will have a folder with their name on the front.  The inside 

of each pocket is labeled.  One side is marked “Homework”, so you and 

your child only have to look in one place to see if they have homework.  

Even if the paper gets done during class time, it is still to go home in their 

folder and brought back the next day!  If the paper has a star or grade on 

it, it does not have to be returned.  The other side is labeled “Parents 

Keep”.  This side is for parents to look through for graded papers, notes 

from me, or important papers from the office.  This side should be emptied 

every night.  Please check their folder every day and make sure your child 

brings it back to school every day.  

 
Homework Procedure 

Nightly reading is required for a minimum of 30 minutes.  Homework 

in other subject areas may or may not be assigned on a daily basis.  Any 

given homework should total no more than 30-45 minutes for your child.  If 

your student is struggling with homework and is working for longer than 

that, please write me a note and I will go over the material with them. I do 

not want them working all evening on homework!  

 

 

 

 

 



Flexible Seating 

I believe that our students need active minutes throughout the day 

to increase learning capabilities. This is provided through active learning, 

brain breaks, and/or the optional use of alternative seating.  

 

Our class has the option of using a yoga ball/wobble seat at their 

desk, or sitting at alternative locations throughout the classroom during 

certain learning times. Yoga balls/wobble seats may be provided by the 

teacher or sometimes students will bring in their own. The class will have 

established norms for the flexible seating options, and if the norms are not 

followed, then the student will temporarily lose the privilege and return to 

sitting in a normal classroom seat. Please e-mail me if you would not like 

your child to use flexible seating options.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Please print out the last page, sign it, and 

return it to me. Thank you!!! 
 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

I received Mrs. Williams’ Handbook and have read it 

carefully. I understand the procedures and requirements for this 

grade level.  I will return this signed by Friday, August 17, 2018. 

 

 

 

Student name printed _____________________________________ 

 

 

Student signature ________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian name printed ______________________________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian signature _________________________________ 

 

 

Date _________________________ 


